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LETTER 


TO 


LORD. BEAUCHAMP, 
Ec. Ec. c. 3 


My LoR D, 


IN offering to the public confidetation 
the following remarks upon your 


Lordſhip! s late publication, I feel that 


I an ſoliciting their attention to a ſub- 
jet upon which the general anxiety 


had, in a great meaſure, ſubſided on the 


other fide, and had, I believe, altoge- 
ther ceaſed on this fide of the water, 
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until your Lordſhip thought proper to 
revive the diſcuſſion of it. The tranſ- 


actions of the laſt Seſſions of the Parlia- 


ment of both kingdoms, have been here 


conſidered as concluſive with reſpect to 
the eſtabliſhment of the independence 
of the Iriſh Legiſlature ;. and we have 
every reaſon to belieye, that in the ſiſter 
kingdom they are conſidered in the fame 
light, by the moſt zealous and reſpect- 
able aſſertors of her liberties, and WT 
the body of the nation at large, 
Whether we collect the ſenſe of Labs 
from her Parliament, which had, ac- 
cording to your Lordſhip, wiſely placed 
Herſelf at the head of an armed commu- 


nity, or from the reſolutions of that 


armed community immediately follow- 
ing the proceedings of Parliament, or 
from the numerous affectionate addreſſes 
with which the Gazettes of both king- 
5 doms Hons at that period, from every 
4 deſeription : 
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deſcription and denomination of men, 


we can poſſibly draw but one inference, 


namely, that the adjuſtment of the mat- 
ters in diſpute between the two king- 
doms, (emphatically diſtinguiſhed - by 
the epithet of final) which immediately 


ſucceeded the appointment of Lord Rock- 


ingham's adminiſtration, gave full and 


complete ſatisfaction to the people of 
An. 


It is not my intention at preſent, to 
enter into a diſcuſſion of the queſtion 
of repeal and renunciation, which has 
been ſo long agitated and ſo fully con- 
ſidered on the other ſide of the water, 
further than may be neceſſary to point 
out ſome miſtakes which occur in your 
Lordſhip's performance, which would 
_ almoſt, lead one to ſuppoſe you unac- 
quainted with the grounds on: which 
the reſpective partizans of the above- 


Ds :: mentioned. 
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mentioned doctrines have carried on 
that controverſy. How, otherwiſe, are 


we to account for your Lordihip' 8 


writing as follows, relative to the ſecond 


reſolution moved in the Houſe of Com- 
mons of England, by Mr. Fox : 


However theſe words (i. e. the 


words of the reſolution) may ſince 
have been cavilled at, the intention of 


them undoubtedly was this: that 
Great Britain would ſecure, by an act 


of her own, the liberties of Ireland 


from any future violation, and in the 
mean time would prove her ſincerity, 


by the repeal of the 6th of George 


the Firſt. If the repeal then only 
has taken place, and no further mea- 


ſures are purſued to ſecure the con- 


nexion on a ſolid and permanent 
baſis, is it not a confeſſion on the part 


of this country, that the — 


Ls have 


1 


« have left the great work of ſettlement 
* ner an Pe 


It ſeems here neceſſary to apprize 


your Lordſhip, that thoſe who have 


contended the repeal to be ſufficient, 
have always argued that repeal, with its 


concomitant circumſtances, to have 
amounted to a full and unequivocal re- 
nunciation of the right, on the part of 


the Britiſh Parliament. Conſequently, 
they conſider the repeal of the 6th of 
George the Firſt, together with the cir- 


cumſtances under which it paſſed, 


namely, the addreſſes of the Parliament 


denying the aſſumed right of England, 
then lying on the tables of both Houſes, 
as the only act neceſſary in the Britiſh 
Parliament to ſecure the rights of Ire- 
land from future violation. And fo far 


1s your Lordſhip from concurring in 
1 with thoſe whoſe doctrines you 
ſeem 


TH 


mentioned doctrines have carried on 


that controverſy. How, otherwiſe, are 
we to account for your Lordihip's 


writing as follows, relative to the ſecond 
reſolution moved in the Houſe of Com- 
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However theſe words (i. e, the 
words of the reſolution) may ſince 
% have been cavilled at, the intention of 
them undoubtedly was this: that 
Great Britain would ſecure, by an a& 
of her own, the liberties of Ireland 
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mean time would prove her ſincerity, 


by the repeal of the 6th of George 


the Firſt. If the repeal then only 
has taken place, and no further mea- 


« ſures are purſued to ſecure the con- 
nexion on a ſolid and permanent 
baſis, is it not a confeſſion on the part 
of this country, that the Miniſters 


* have 
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« have left the great wor k of ſettlement 


*« incomplete?” 


It ſeems here neceſſary to apprize 


your Lordſhip, that thoſe who have 
contended the repeal to be ſufficient, 
have always argued that repeal, with its 
concomitant circumſtances, to have 
amounted to a full and unequivocal re- 
nunciation of the right, on the part of 


the Britiſh Parliament. Conſequently, 
they conſider the repeal of the 6th of 
George the Firſt, together with the cir- 


cumſtances under which it paſſed, 
namely, the addreſſes of the Parliament 
denying the aſſumed right of England, 
then lying on the tables of both Houſes, 


as the only act neceſſary in the Britiſh 


Parliament to ſecure the rights of Ire- 
land from future violation. And ſo far 
is your Lordſhip from concurring in 


n with thoſe whoſe doctrines you 
ſeem 


16 
ſeem anxious to ſupport, on the other 
fide of the water, in thinking, that 


{| further meaſures ſhould have been 
4 b © purſued, to ſecure the connexion on a 
1 A ſolid and permanent baſis,” that ſoon 
= after the proceedings of the Britiſh Par- 
1 liament had been communicated to that 
of Ireland, Mr. Flood, in order to pre- 
8 vent any further ſtep being taken in, the 
Parliament of England, moved the fol- 
| þ . lowing reſolution: "7 
1 4 


a | Reſolved, 


That a ſolid. baſis, of permanent 

. connexion. does. at preſent ſubſiſt be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, 

inaſmuch as they muſt by law always 

have one common Sovereign, and 

that the approbation of that Sove- 


| - „ | reign, under the Great Seal of Eng- 


land, muſt be had to any bill before 


It can become law i in Ireland. 
That 


1 
That Mr. Flood's object was ſuch as 


J have already ſtated, appears from his 


offering to withdraw this motion, pro- 
vided the Secretary would pledge him- 


ſelf that no further meaſures in the 
Britiſh Parliament were then in contem= 


plation. The Secretary replied, that it 


was impoſſible for him to pledge him- 


ſelf for what might, or might not be 


propoſed in Parliament; but upon his 
declaration that he knew of no intention 


in his Majeſty's Miniſters to bring for- 


ward any further meaſure, the Houſe 


ſuperſeded the reſolution moved by Mr. 


Flood, by calling for the order of the 6 


day. 


This fact, which is incontrovertible, 


and may be authenticated by referring 


to the Journals of the Houſe, is ſuffi- 


cient to demonſtrate that your Lordſhip | 


bas been utterly miſtaken, i in ſuppoſing 


that 
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that any further meaſure to ſecure the 


connexion on a ſolid and permanent 
baſis was from his Majeſty” s Miniſters 
expected, or would have been approved 


in Ireland; in this opinion, therefore, 
your Lordſhip differs from the whole 


Houle of Commons of Ireland, and 
more eſpecially from Mr. Flood, the 
mover of the above · mentioned reſolu- 
tion. 


Your Lordſhip proceeds to quote part 


of your ſpeech in the Britiſh Parliament, 
in which you obſerved, That unleſs 
the repeal of the Declaratory Act was 
attended with an expreſs renunciation of 
the right to bind Ireland by Britiſh acts 
of Parliament, you new that Ireland 
would not be ſatisfied:” ep 


Now, my Lord, that fraud would 


not bave been fatisfied unleſs ſhe con- 
ceived 


x * os 
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TTY 
ceived the principle of this bill to have 
been wholly given up by the repeal, 
always coupled with the circumſtances 
which accompanied it, I do moſt readily 
admit; but it is ſurely not very much to 
be wondered at, that the Parliament of 
England, conceiving the Parliament of 
Ireland (which moreover had been una- 
nimous in ſtating their demands) Ine, 
at leaſt as well as your Lordſhip, what 
would or would not ſatisfy their conſti- 
tuents, and not finding in their addreſſes 
any demand of ſuch cxpreſs renuncia- 
tion, ſhould not have thought themſelves 
_ obliged by the aſſertion of an individual, 
however reſpectable, or however likdy | 
to be well acquainted. with the temper 
and diſpoſition of the ſiſter kingdom, to 
do what ſhe herſelf, when ſolemnly called 
to ſtate the whole extent of her de- 
mands, had not 2 293 te. 
require. a 


* "o l 
#. * ' 
=o 
; 72 8 l 
. 4 8 * 
* K 2 OE ts oe TE 
5 1 * . . — * * 
8 bg EN; 
N 8 4 77 - 
* 


x « 
0 . P . _ of 
— 8 * * 


. 
* 0 , ; 2 


141 
The manner in which the accounts 
bf theſe proceedings were received in 
an Ireland, fully juſtified the conduct of 
6 the Britiſh Miniſtry and Parliament, 
and was certainly a direct contradiction 
of what your Lordſhip ftates yourſelf 
to have ſo poſitively afferted. The 
34M Houſe of Commons of Ireland voted 
an an addreſs of complete ſatisfaction, with 
1 two diſſenting voices only (and it is to 
j I! = be obſerved that Mr. Flood was not one 
1 of them). They voted 20, ooo men 
7 for the ſea, and offered 5000 troops 
i* for the land ſervice. The Houſe of 
Lords ſhewed equal marks of fatis- 
faction. Addreſſes, replete with grati- 
tude and affection, poured in from every 
corner of the iſland, and delegates from 
Dungannon were appointed to lay the 
heartfelt teſtimony of national content 
at the foot of the Sovereign of Ireland, 
in his palace at St. James's. 


The 
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The adjuſtment of theſe differences 


has ſince been juſtly ſtiled the peace of 
Ireland, and, I believe, ſtruck a far 
more ſerious terror into the heart of 


the common enemy, than that which 
has ſince been ſaid to have been pro- 


duced by the unavailing efforts of mini- 
{terial ingenuity to draw reſources from 
voluntary contributions, whoſe efficacy 


at preſent ſeems far leſs dubious than 


their legality, and which, whatever 


may be their future conſequences to 


the conſtitution, do not appear to 


threaten much immediate danger to 
the enemies of Great-Britain. It is 


true that ſince the ratification of that 
peace, which could not but give the 


moſt ſincere ſatisfaction to the real 
friends of both kingdoms, too many 


have endeavoured to diſturb it, by diſ- 


ſeminating doubts of the good faith of 
one, and inſinuations againſt the good 


Cz policy 
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policy of the other of the contracting 
parties. In Ireland the public has had 
little difficulty in accounting for the 
conduct of thoſe, who, though parties, 
as far at leaſt as acquieſcence could 
make them ſuch, in adopting the mode 


which the Parliament of Ireland judged 5 


ſufficiently ſecure, have ſince laboured 
with indefatigable induſtry to perſuade 
their countrymen that no real ſecurity 
for their conſtitution has been obtained; 
nay, I will venture to aſſert, that 
ſcarcely one individual in Ireland has 
been forward in ſpreading theſe ground- 
leſs jealouſies, whoſe motives have not 
been ſo undiſguiſed, that the common 
decency of gloſſing them over with the 
bare appearance of principle has been 
almoſt wholly neglected. Their ſuc- 
| ceſs has conſequently been proportioned | 
to their. credit with the public; and 
though columns of volunteer reſolu- 
tions, 


1 
tions, accompanied by addreſſes of the 
moſt fulſome adulation to the moſt 


reprobated characters, generally con- 


ceived in a ſtrain of language proving 


their authors to be of a claſs of men 
whoſe education has not placed them in 
a ſphere of life to merit much con- 
ſideration in an enlightened community, 
may alarm common readers of Iriſh - 
papers, unaequainted with the real 
ſtate and temper of the country: thoſe 
who have opportunities and means of 
being better informed muſt be well | 
convinced that the bulk of the nation 
conſider the object as attained, and 


wiſh to ſee a perfect reſtoration of that 
harmony between the kingdoms which 
they feel to be the intereſt of both. 
But when a nobleman of your Lord- 


n 


ſhip's diſtinguiſhed talents, and great 


conſideration in both countries, thinks 


mal- 


Ys fit to pics yoprlelf at the head of theſe X 
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malcontents, to ſtimulate them to furs 


ther demands, to exhort them to per- 
ſevere, and to repreſent the helpleſs 


condition of Great-Britain as an encou- 


ragement to their future efforts, the 


public muſt indeed be at a loſs to de- 
te mine to what cauſe they are to- 
aſcribe a conduct ſo apparently deſpe- 
rate, ſo really dangerous. Severe ob- 


ſervers have, in the ſiſter kingdom, 
attributed to the loudeſt declaimer in 
favour of your Lordſhip's doctrines mo- 


tives of faction and diſappointment. 
They have accounted for it by the en- 
vious ſpleen with which he ſaw a vir- 
_ tuous government conſult, and a grate- N 
ful country reward, diſtinguiſhed ta- 
lents and incorruptible integrity. A 
conduct and a countenance that beſpoke 
a Catiline, ſeemed to authoriſe ſo harſh 
a judgment; but with your Lordſhip, 


no leſs remarkable for the amenity of 


your 
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your manners in private, than for your 
apparent averſion from all violence in 
public life, no ſuch ſiniſter motives can 
be ſuppoſed to have preponderated; nor 
can the moſt uncharitable interpre- 
tation of human actions attribute to a 
nobleman of ſuch elegant accompliſh- 
bole ments, the heir of ſuch princely poſ- 
k _ ſeflions, of fo placid a nature, and one 
Who has. borne his faculties ſo 
meekly,” the ſame ſeditious and ſordid 
ſprings of action, which may be thought 
to have actuated a fretful or an avaricious 
mind, ſmarting under the recent loſſes 
of official dignity and emolument. 


Io return to your Lordfhij's ſpeech, 
you added, that Unleſs the reaſons 
“ for originally paſſing the act were 
<«« diſclaimed in the preamble, or that 
« enacting words were introduced into 
the body of the bill, Which might 
Wo bind 


16 J 

bind the faith and honour of all future 
« Parliaments, it could not be received 
„by the Iriſh nation but as a half 
«© meaſure.” 


7 


Here again, I find myſelf obliged to 


differ from your Lordſhip, and am clearly 
of opinion, that ihe conduct of Mi- 


niſters was well conſidered and judi- 
cious; to have arraigned the juſtice and 
policy of our anceſtors, at a moment 


when the whole world will not agree 


with your Lordſhip, „that the Parlia- 


© of Great-Britain was reſtored to its 


&« free agency,” would have been pitiful 


and indecent; to have attempted to 


bind the hands of our poſterity would 
have been abſurd, becauſe impoſ- 
ſible. No preamble renouncing the 
exerciſe could have been framed which 


did not, by implication,: aſſert the ex- 


iltence of the 8 right; 3 an afſer= 
tion | 


N 
I aa N 


Bo 


ion directly contradictory to the ad- 


dreſſes of Ireland, the acknowledged 
grounds upon which the Parliament of 


England was proceeding to repeal the 
obnoxious ſtatute. A preamble utterly 


denying ſuch right ever to have exiſted, 
could ſcarcely have been made palateable 
to the Parliament of England, however 


defirous of clofing the account for ever 


with England, nor would the genero- 


ſity of Ireland have wiſhed to compel 


Great-Britain to ſo unneceſſary, and fo 


humiliating a conceſſion ; the pride of 
both kingdoms was to be attended to, 
and no meaſure leſs galling to that paſ- 
ſion, to which nations as well as indivi- 


duals are liable, could have been deviſed, 
than a naked repeal of the act complain- 


ed of, together with all things therein 
contained. The claim of binding Ire- 
land; the people of Ireland expected you 
to retract ; the right of binding her they 
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never acknowledged, and therefore ne- 
ver required you to renounce. 


It is true, that immediately after the 

ſettlement of theſe matters, a gentleman, 
of whoſe motives the public has not 
formed the moſt favourable opinion, en- 
deavoured to propagate the doctrines of 
which, it ſeems, your Lordſhip was the 
author; but ſo few proſelytes were con- 
verted to the true faith by this indefa- 
tigable apoſtle, that it was in a ſhort 
time abandoned, even by himſelf, and 
the neceflity of an Iriſh Bill of Rights 
was ſubſtituted 1 in its place, as a meaſure 
more likely to procure what this un- 
wearied agitator ſtiles national ſupport, is 
than a renunciation of right on the part 
of England, the neceſſity of which was, 
in truth, rather humiliating than flat- 3 
tering to the pride of Ireland. 


I have 


py 
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I have no doubt however, but upon 


your Lordſhip's having ſpread forth 
your banner, he will moſt chearfully 
return to it, and the late reſolution of 


the Committee of the Lawyers Corps, 
in contradiction to thoſe unanimouſſy 
paſſed by both Houſes of Parliament in 


Ireland, ſeems to indicate a ready diſ- 
polition, and laudable alacrity to take 


the field under your Lordſhip's auſpices. 


And though in the concluſion of your 


letter, ſhould the Iriſh nation, upon 
mature reflection, determine to leave 


the great queſtion of her rights in its 


preſent ſituation, your Lordſhip has 
threatened to cloſe your lips upon the 


| ſubje& for ever, I do not deſpair of 
ſeeing your Lordſhip addreſſed, and 


eagerly entreated by ſome of the warmeſt 


of theſe Patriotic Aſſociations, to 


move in the Parliament of England 4 
pr Ws renunciation 
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renunciation of right, which the Parlia- 


ment of Ireland, upon the moſt mature 
reflection, ſhall have Judged it unneceſ- 


ſary and CD ROS to demand. 


4 Lordſhip next mentions the ſur- 
prize which you, with many others, felt, 


upon finding that the Miniſterial plan 
conſiſted of a ſimple repeal of the De- 


claratory Act, a ſurprize which nothing 


could heighten but the anſwer you re- 


ceived from the higheſt authority, to a 


propoſal you made of amending it, in 
the manner you have deſcribed, viz. 


that it was not the wiſh of Irela::d ; that 
the was ſatisfied with the bill in its 
_ preſent form; that Miniſters were aſſur- 
ed ſo by thoſe who ſtood higheſt in the 
confidence of the nation, with whom 
the Iriſh Adminiſtration was in the ha- 
pit of conſulting. To ſuch information 


5 


[ ar | 
you add, you thought 1 bound to 
ſubmit. 


Let me aſk your Lordſhip, and ap- 
peal to your own candour, whether 
you found yourſelf deceived by this 
information ? Let me aſk your Lordſhip, 
whether thoſe who ſtood higheſt in the 
confidence of Ireland did, or did not au- 
thorize the Adminiſtration of Ireland to 
make the aſſertion, and whether their 
public conduct did not juſtify the Mini- 
ſter of England in acting upon it? Mr. 
Burgh and Mr. Yelverton became them-_ 
ſelves immediately part of the Iriſh 
Adminiſtration ; ; Lord Charlemont, Lord 
Mornington, Mr. Grattan, Mr. Brown- 
low, and Mr. Ogle, gave them the moſt 
ftrenuous and decided ſupport. 


Believe me, my Lord, notwith- 
Randing al the induſtry | of your 
: LOR 5 
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Lordſhip's libellous aſſociates on the 
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other fide of the water, theſe are 


Rill the characters that poſſeſs na- 
tional confidence in Ireland. By the 


tranſactions of the two Parliaments, the 
faith of both nations became pledged to 


each other. They are not the friends 
of either, but more eſpecially of Ireland, 


who are the firſt to weaken the mutual 
engagement, Let any one refle& what 


advantages a Miniſter, not well diſpoſed 


to the independence of the Iriſh legiſla- 


ture, might derive from your Lordſhip's 
and Mr. Flood's argyments in ſupport 
of Lord Abingdon's bill, ſhould his 
Lordſhip think fit to revive the con- 
| ſideration of it. Perhaps your Lord- 
ſhip, may convince the Earl of * 
burne that ſuch a meaſure would, 


fact, be no breach of faith on the pa 


of En On 


No 


BI * 


3 ] 


No honeſt Miniſter, ſays your Lord- 
ſhip, will think himſelf warranted, no 
wiſe Miniſter will dare to make the 
attempt, Vet your Lordſhip, Mr. 
Flood, and the Lawyers Committee, 
who have declared, that the Britiſh 
Parliament has not ſurrendered the 
claim to bind Ireland, furniſh the only 
grounds upon which a weak and wicked 
Miniſter can juſtify ſuch a conduct. 


The mention of the Committee of 
the Lawyers Corps, leads me to take 
notice of the extraordinary proceeding 
of thoſe gentlemen, to which your 
Lordſhip's friends, on the other fide of 
the water, ſeem diſpoſed to give a 
degree of importance, that I confeſs 
it does not appear to me to be by any 
means entitled to. The origin of that 
proceeding, with which many on the 

c "al 


P 


other ſide of the water are not acquaints 


ed, was as follows. 


On the 19th of July Mr. Flood moved 
in the Houſe of Commons of Ireland 
the heads of a bill, the purport of which 
was, as he averred, to bind for ever the 
two crowns of England and Ireland, 
and to ſeparate the juriſdiction of the 
two legiſlatures ; declaring and enacting, 
that whenever the King ſhould give his 
aſſent to any Britiſh act, purporting to 
| bind Ireland, then, and from thence- 
forward, that law which declares the 


Imperial Crown of Ireland inſeparably 


annexed to the crown of Great-Britain 

ſhould be, 1% fatto, repealed. To 
ſuch a bill, your Lordſhip has, in your 
letter, ſtated ſome very forcible ob- 
jections; but the rejection of it in the 
Iriſh Houſe of Commons, which was 


5 without a diviſion, as it appeared, that 
„„ 
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ſx members only were diſpoſed to give 
it their ſupport, was grounded upon 
different reaſons, as appears by the reſo- 
lation moved in the cloſe of that day's 
buſineſs ” Mr. Wen, 1 


. FE 


That leave was refuſed to bring in 
the bill, becauſe the ſole and exclu- 
five right to legiſlate for Ireland in all 
caſes whatſoever, internally and ex- 
ternally, has been aſſerted by the 
Parliament of Ireland, and has been 
fully, finally, and irrevocably - ac- 
knowledged by * the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment. „ too, 


The word finally, which is important, 
and the word irrevocably, which is non- 
1 ſenſe, were both inſerted at the ſuggeſtion 
ef Mr. Flood; that great orator, who | 
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4 
had been himſelf moving a bill which 
ſhould in a given caſe ſeparate the 


Crowns of Great Britain and Ireland, 
deelared by a former act to be inſeparably 


connected, might ſurely have been ſen- 


fible that no act, whether of the Engliſh 


or Iriſh Parliament, could be juſtly qua- 


lified RY the epithet of irrevocable, 


Ata meeting f the Lawyers Corps, 
aſſembled the next day, the following 


reſolution, after 4 long debate, was 
carried: FXIQ 


[Refalved; 


That a committtee of nine be now 


elected by ballot, to enquire and report 


to this Corps, on the 17th of Novem- 
ber next, whether any, and if any, 


what acts have been done by the Britiſh 
Parliament, whereby it muſt be deemed 
Oy TM NI Oy mn 
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to have fully, finally, and irreyocably, 
acknowledged the fole excluſive right 
of the Iriſh Parliament to legiſlate for 
this country in all caſes, as well exter- 
nal as internal. 


Mr. . Flood having been the ſuppoſedau- 
thor of this reſolve, had perhaps ſuggeſted - 
the word irrevocably in order to betray 
the Houſe of Commons into an abſur- 
dity, which he ſhould afterwards per- 
ſuade the Lawyers Corps to contradict; 
one might indeed have imagined, that 
it was ſcarcely neceſſary for theſe pro- 
found lawyers to employ ſo long a time 
as from the 19th of July to the 17th of 
November, to deliberate whether the 
Britiſh Parliament had, or had not 
paſſed an irrevocable act. Be that as it 
may, the reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons was evidently calculated to 
quiet, the reſolution of the Lawyers 
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Corps as evidently calculated to diſturb 
the minds of the — 


On the 17th of Notenber, this 
learned and enlightened committee, 
(having, it ſeems, beſtowed great atten- 
tion, and employed uncommon induſtry 
in conſidering the queſtion referred to 
them) made a very long report con- 94 
cluding a as follows: ; 4 


On the whole, your committee are 1 
unanimouſly of opinion, that the Britiſh 
Parliament have not done any act what- 
foever whereby they muſt or can be 
deemed to have fully, finally, irrevo- 
cably, or in any adequate manner, 
acknowledged the ſole and excluſive 
right of the Iriſh Parliament to legiſlate 


for this country in all caſes, as well er- 
ternal as internal. 


| <S 


On 
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On the 20th of November, on a 
diviſion of 77 to 21, the corps agreed 
to the report of the committee, adding 
reſolutions containing hints to the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, that a volun- 
' tary and expreſs renunciation of the 
claim on their part would be highly ac- 
ceptable to the people of Ireland. 


Perhaps your Lordſhip may be of 
opinion, that the Parliament of Great 
Britain ought to proceed on the reſolu- 
tions of the Lawyers Corps, in pre- 
' ference to thoſe of the Parliament of 
Ireland, ſpeaking confeſſedly the ſenſe of 
their conſtituents, as far at leaſt as public 
declarations, county meetings, and ad- 
_ dreſſes from all claſſes of citizens are a 
„ 5 


I ſubmit to your Lordſhip, whether 
ſuch a mode of proceeding would be- 
. Foy 
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come the dignity of the Parliament of 


Great Britain; I think I may venture 
to affert boldly, that it would not be 
altogether reſpectful to that auguſt 


aſſembly in the ſiſter kingdom; this 


conſideration, however, I do not expect 
to have much weight with your Lord- 
ſhip, ſince you expreſs a total diſappro- 
| bation of any delicacy on the part of the 
volunteers towards the Parliament, and 
ſee no reaſon whatever againſt their ſet- 


ting the laſt hand to this important 


bulineſs during "wy receſs, 


"26 ſays your Lordſhip, 

is really this, © Shall Ireland have 
parliamentary conſtitution or not? For 
that body is improperly called a Par- 
; liament, whoſe deliberations are liable 
to be een by any peer” upon 
garth, Ry 
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K 1 
Give me leave to aſk, my Lord, by 
what power are the deliberations of the 
Parliament of Ireland liable to be con- 
trolled? The uſurped power (for it 
was never legal) of altering bills is 
taken from the Privy Councils of both 
kingdoms, by the late modification of 
Poyning's Law ; the negative of the 
Crown (which, in the caſe of Ireland, 
is exerciſed by the Engliſh Privy Coun- 
cil) is a controul upon the determina- 
tions of both Parliaments. 


Poflibly ont Loediio may agree 
with Mr. Flood, in wiſhing to take 
away the power of ſuppreſſing bills in 
the Privy Council of England, and con- 
ſequently leave no bond of connexion 
whatever between the two kingdoms, 
but the unity of the Crown: a connexion 
from which I can conceive many diſad- 
n., to both, and no poſlible benefit 


to 
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to either; a connexion which muſt in- 
evitably endanger the liberties of Eng- 
land, by adding conſiderably to the 
ſtrength of the Crown; and no ſecurity 
for the freedom of her conſtitution, 
which Ireland ſhall endeavonr to obtain, 
can avail her to preſerve that conſtitu- 
tion, if the liberties of England are to 


be ſacrificed in purſuit of the object. 


Your Lordſhip is of opinion, that an 


increaſe of weight thrown into the 
popular ſcale of Great Britain, will not 
diminiſh the riſk of Ireland. Does your 

| Lordſhip apprehend no danger to the 
liberties of Ireland, from an increaſe of 
power in the Crown in Great Britain? 5 
It cannot be leſs the intereſt of Ireland 
to maintain the power of Parliament in 
England, than her own ; for when onee 
the liberties of Great Britain are over- 
whelmed, your Lordſbip, Mr. Flood, 
5 and 
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and the Committee of the Lawyers 


Corps may deviſe whatever legal ſecu- 


rity for the freedom of the Iriſh con- 
ſtitution your ingenuity or ſagacity may 
ſuggeſt, but J do not believe the people 
of Ireland will be in a condition to reap 
much benefit from the effect of your 


| ons. 


In the latter part of yout letter, your 


Lordſhip, applauding the wiſdom of 
our anceſtors at the glorious æra of the 
Revolution, has the following obſer- 


vation: „High as the pulſe of the 


* public beat for liberty, after that 


© memorable #ra, and anxious as the 


te nation was to prevent in future the 
„ miſchief which they had ſo lately 
e eſeaped,* this mode of obtaining ſe- 
„ curity was never reſorted to. The 


F al = « Par- 


2 By an 20 to define the caſes wherein the crown | 
ſhould be forfeited. 
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1 Parliament aboliſhed the dangerous 
6 branches of the prerogative, which 
„King James had abuſed. They re- 


* duced the theory of our conſtitution 
*to ſuch clear and fixed principles, 
& that no ſovereign i in future could err 
e but by deſign; but here they wiſely 
« ſtopped: if they never attempted 


« defining caſes in which the crown 
„ ſhould again be forfeited, I have 2 
© right to conelude that they regarded 
the expedient as unneceſſary and dan- 

* gerous; unneceſſary, becauſe when 
* the meaſure of oppreſſion is full, the 
„ ſubject will ſeek his ſafety in re- 


« ſiſtance, whether invited to it by an 


4 act of porliament or not.” : 


Wilt your Lordſhip Shire how pre- 
ciſely what you here apply to the good 
policy of our anceſtors, in abſtaining 
from reſorting to unneceſſary ſecurities, 
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at the time of the Revolution, may, 


mutatis mutandis, be with equal truth 
ſaid of the conduct of the Iriſh Par- 


liament upon the late adjuſtment. 


Might not a writer, ſpeaking on that 
ſubject, and almoſt adopting your 


Lordſhip's own expreſſions, ſay.— 


« High as the public pulſe beat 
* for liberty, after that memorable æra, 
<« and anxious as the nation was to 
% prevent in future the miſchief (i. e. 
being ſubject to a foreign legiſlature) 


* from which they had ſo lately eſcaped, 


„any further mode of obtaining ſe- 


« curity was never reſorted to. The 
Parliament (of Ireland) denied the 
ce authority which the Parliament of 
ba. England had claimed and exerciſed, 
and aſſerted the freedom of their con- 
« ſtitution in ſuch clear and explicit 
< terms, that no future Engliſh Parlia- 
* ment could err but 1 deſign. If they 
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— 22 
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e never attempted obtaining a legal 
« ſecurity, I have a right to conclude 
« that they regarded the expedient as 
* unneceſſary and abſurd ; unneceſſary, 
* becauſe when the meaſure of op- 
cc < preſſion is full, the ſubject will ſeek 
« his ſafety in reſiſtance, whether in- 
« yited to it by act of parliament or 
* not.” 


In your laſt aſſertion, my Lord, you 
certainly are founded, and ſhould Eng- 
land ever violate her faith, and revive . 
the claim which ſhe has in fact ſur- 
| rendered, the meaſure of oppreſſion will 
be full; nor will Ireland then need the 
invitation, either of a bill of rights of 
her own, or a formal renunciation of 
the right on the part of England, to 
rouſe her to reſiſtance; 3 ſhe will appeal 
to the juſtice of her cauſe, and the 
| ſpirit of her PO But is it credible 
ane 
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that England, after the fatal but in- 
ſtructive leſſon ſhe has received from 


the ſucceſsful reſiſtance of America, 


actuated by the ſame tyrannical prin- 
ciples, will commit (till more flagrant 
injuſtice, and hazard, by ſo nefarious 
and impolitic a conduct, a further diſ- 
memberment of the empire? I ſay, a 

ſtill more flagrant injuſtice, becauſe, 
although I con{der the attempt to tax 


America, by the tea duty, as a breach 


of faith on the part of England, who, 


by the repeal of the Stamp-ACt, had, 


by implication, relinquiſhed the exer- 
ciſe of the right ſhe claimed, it is to 
be obſerved that the repeal of that 
ſtatute was accompanied by the Decla- 
ratory Act, aſſerting, to its utmoſt ex- 


tent, the exiſtence of the right. This 


important difference therefore obviouſly 
exiſts in the caſes of America and Ire- 


land: the remonſtrances of the firſt 


were 


11 

were liſtened to, but the redreſs given 
was accompanied by a law aſſerting the 
unlimited right of the Parliament of 
England: the complaints of the latter 
were heard, and anſwered by the im- 
mediate repeal of a ſimilar ſtatute, 
which could bear no other conſtruction 
than that of an unequivocal renun- 
ciation of the conteſted claim, 


Your Lordſhip, however, declares 
yourſelf to be of too timid a nature not 
to foreſee dangers. to the rights of 
Ireland in the future proſperity of Eng- 
land; and I muſt acknowledge that 
your Lordſhip has painted that danger 
with an ingenuity, which I truſt you 
will forgive me for ſaying, does infi- 
nitely more honour to your talents than 
your patriotiſm. Great-Britain,“ 
fays your Lordſhip, © by rigid œco- 
* nomy, and accommodating her con- 
| , duet 


| 1 39 J 
« duct to her circumſtances, may, after 
te a few years peace, recover a great 
10 proportion of her ſtrength ;” and 
then your Lordſhip proceeds to ſhew, 
that, looking to her commerce only as 
the foundation of her revenue and 
navy, ſhe muſt neceſſarily become jea- 
lous of the advantages which the free 
trade has given to Ireland. It is ſurely 
unneceſſary to point out the conſe- 
quences which flow from this mode 
of reaſoning, Your Lordſhip in every 
thing ſeems diſpoſed to adopt the prin- 
” ciples of Mr. Flood. He has main- 
tained the ſtrength of England to be 
the weakneſs of Ireland: the wiſeſt, 
moſt reſpectable, and moſt popular 
Adminiſtration was, in his opinion, 
more alarming to the intereſts of Ire- 
land than the weak and incapable Mi- 
niſtry with which your Lordſhip was 
connected. What are "ur Lordſhip 
and 
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and Mr. Flood labouring to prove, but 


that the two kingdoms are by nature 
enemies; and what can be the con- 
ſequence of the ſucceſs of your reaſon- 


ings, but lighting up a flame of diſcord 


between them, to be extinguiſhed only 
by their ſeparation? Without being 
diſpoſed to queſtion the rectitude of 


your Lordſhip's intentions, without 
wiſhing to put an invidious conſtruction 


upon that zeal for the rights of Ireland, 


which induces you to hold forth the 


deplorable ſituation of Great- Britain, 


ſtruggling with an hoſt of enemies, 
as an incentive to her further demands, 


I own I am at a loſs to reconcile this 


and ſome other parts of your letter, 
with the ardent wiſhes with which you 
conclude, for the eternal preſervation 
of the connexion between the two 
n 85 | 
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I cannot take my leave of your Lord- 
ſhip, without returning you my thanks, 
however, for that judicious reſolution 
with which you are pleaſed to con- 
clude, that ſhould the Iriſh nation 
determine to leave the great queſtion of 
her rights in its preſent ſituation, your 
lips ſhall be forever cloſed upon the 
ſubject; and I am the more anxious to 
take notice of this reſolution, becauſe 
T perceive already that your Lordſhip is 
called upon by ſome corps of volun- 
 teers, to follow up your ſentiments,” 

by obtaining a ſolemn diſavowal of the 
claim formerly aſſumed by the Britiſh 
Parliament to legiſlate for Ireland. 


I have too good an opinion of your 
| Lordſhip's prudence, to think you will 

be much diſpoſed to attend to this call ; 
but, if in the warm purſuit of Iriſh 
5 Popularity, you ſhould be led once 
Wes more 


#3] 

more to Air in the Parliament of Eng- 
land a ſubject of ſuch delicacy, that 
men, leſs cautious than your Lordſhip, 
have not heard the diſcuſſion of it, 

without trembling, [ truſt your Lord- 
ſhip will be able to lay before that 
aſſembly, ſome more urgent reaſons 
than any which are contained in the 
Letter upon which 1 have preſumed to Kal 
animadvert, for reviving the conlide- FR” 
ration of 


ES OO Ns 


. e Matter deep and dangerous, | 
1 | | As full of peril, 
As to o'erwalk a current roaring bud 


On the unſtedfaſt footing of a ſpear. 
SHAK ESPEARE. 


To conclude, 1 am very willing to 
admit that your Lordſhip has, in your 
” parliamentary conduct, ever manifeſted 
a ſtrong deſire of being thought friendly 
to that part of the empire, to which a 
5 very 
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very conſiderable property has naturally 


implanted i in your Lordſhip' s boſom an 
ardent and affeQtionate attachment. 


N Perhaps, had ſimilar reaſons weighed 
with you in favour of thoſe provinces 
which were once the Britiſh colonies 
in North America, we ſhould not have 
ſeen in a ſtrenuous advocate for a free 


conſtitution i in one of the dependencies 


of the Britiſh empire, as equally ſtre- 
nuous an abettor of meaſures calculated 
to ſubvert the vital Principles of free- | 
E dom in 2 another. E 


1 Lordſhip need not be informed, 
that the perſons to whom your letter is 


addreſſed have ever been utterly averſe 
to the reprobated American war, of 
which you, my Lord, have been an 
: uniform ſupporter. 


TR TY 


— — — * 
— — - — — — 


| ( 44 ] 
f The honeſt Preſbyterians of the 


North of Ireland, will not, perhaps, 
be highly gratified in learning that your 
Lordſhip, and their reſpectable country- 
man, Lord Nugent, (with whoſe poli- 
tical virtues they are not unacquainted) 
are the warmeſt ſupporters of their 


|: : rights on this ſide of the water ; nor 
i even ſhould their equally reſpetable | - 
s and equally reſpected countryman, Lord 4 
| | Hillſborough, join the holy band of 
1 F newly-converted patriots, and in con- 1 
4 junction with Mr. Flood, and the late * 
4 Attorney-General, Mr. Scott, preach \ 
} up the doctrine of renunciation, will 99 7 
{ his Lordſhip's conduct towards their ZI 
American brethren, impreſs their minds 1 
with the moſt favourable opinion of 1 
the ſincerity of bis Lordſhip's zeal for i 
dhe liberties of Ireland. 5 
:THq 


( 45] 

The inhabitants of that part of the 
iſland, my Lord, are ſteady and con- 
ſiſtent friends to liberty, and really 
attached to the principles of (what 
your Lordſhip has diſtinguiſhed by the 
epithet of memorable, but what they 
are accuſtomed to ſtyle) the glorious 
Revolution of 1688. 5 


I have the honour to be, 


My Lord, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


4 


Re — 


. PPP 


E 6 J 


POSTSCRIPT. 


 CINCE writing the Letter which I have taken the 
| MJ liberty of addrefling to your Lordſhip, I find 
that your partiſans in Ireland are affiduouſly endea- 
vouring to take advantage of a recent event in this 
kingdom, I mean the Earl of Mansfield's decree in 
an appeal by writ of error to the Court of King's 
Bench in England, to increaſe the alarms, which 
they are hopeful, in conjunction with your Lordſhip, 
10 have ſo effectually implanted in the boſoms of 
their countrymen, that the conflict between the 
kingdoms may {ill be kept alive, on which, and on 
which alone, their future importance muſt depend. 
If the repeal of the 6th of Geo. I. was valued at 
_ $0,000]. perhaps Mr. Flood may expect twice 
that ſum for an Iriſh bill of rights; your Lord- ®: 
ſhip too ſeems inclined to be an adventurer in this * 
new ſpecies of lottery. By the publication of your 
Letter to the Belfaſt Company, you have ſtamped 
your name upon your ticket, and have thrown it 
into the wheel to take its chance, National gene- 
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can be too high for freedom ? 


(47 F 
roſity is exRnſive; and as no generoſity is ſo exten- 
five as that which is indulged at the expence of 


others, your Lordſhip, in the ferment of the times, 


and the viciſſitude of events, by parliamentary pro- 
fuſion, may be adjudged deſerving of a prize. A 
renunciation of right, carried in the Engliſh Par- 
liament by your Lordſhip, would be no trifling 
claim on the generoſity of Ireland, What price 
And while the 
munificence of her Parliament offers ſuch noble 


encouragement, neither on this nor on the other 
fide of the water will the liberties of Ireland ever 
ſtand in need of champions. 


I am far from ſuſpecting, however, that your 
Lordſhip will give your ſanction to the groſs artifice 


of endeavouring to complicate two ſubjects fo diſtinct 
as thoſe of legiſlative and judicial ſupremacy. 


The 
fact is, that the final juriſdiction of the Lords of 
Ireland, though, in my opinion, very judiciouſly 


enrolled among the demands of Ireland, in order to 


cloſe the account for ever, never was a ſubject upon 
which the public pulſe beat high. The appeal to 


the King's Bench in England, founded on the com- 
mon law, had never been complained of as a 
Srievance, but when once the removal of it was 


known to be the wiſh of Lreland, not being a ſur- 
| 8 render | 


* 
an; 


A | Gs * | | | 


render of power, it was not likely to prove a matter 


of diſpute between the kingdoms. The repeal of 


the 6th of Geo. I. however, was certainly not ade- 


quate to remove the appeal to the courts of England, 
and conſequently an Iriſh a& of parliament was 
paſſed for that purpoſe. Whether an Engliſh judge 


is bound, or indeed whether he with propriety can 


take notice of an Iriſh law in an Engliſh court 


of judicature, 1 know not; but I am confident, 


that if an Engliſh act be neceſſary upon this ſub- 


ject, it will not meet with a diſſenting v voice in the 


Parliament of England, 


I could not help adding one word upon this mat- 


ter, becauſe it ſeems to have been fo groſsly miſ- 
_ repreſented, though I truſt it can hardly be miſ- 
| underſtood, on the other fide of the water. It 


was not, however, my intention to impute to your 


| Lordſhip any ſhare in the miſrepreſentation of this 
buſineſs, as it would give me the moſt real concern 
to be ſuppoſed to have unjuſtly charged, with a 
ſeditious or ſiniſter practice, a perſon, who, to the _ 
real friends and good men of both kingdoms, has, 


1 , already much to anſwer for. 
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